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Limerick May ro. 1778, 


My dear Brethren, | 
N. Be I left London (two or three 


months ago) a general panic. prevailed 
there. Some vehemently affirmed, and 
others potently believed, © That the nation was 
in a moſt deſperate ſtate; that it was upon the 
very brink of ruin, paſt all hopes of recovery.“ 
Soon after I found that the ſame panic had ſpread 


throughout the city of Briſtol. I traced it likewiſe 


wherever [I went, in Glouceſterſhire, Worceſterſhire, 
A 2 Stafford- 
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Staffordſbire, Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, When J 
croſſed the channel, I was ſurprized to find, it 
had got before me to Ireland, and that it was not 
only ſpread thro* Dublin firſt, and thence to every 
part of Leinſter, but had found its way into Mun- 
fler too, into Cork, Bandon, and Limerick In all 
which places people were terrifying themſelves 
and their neighbours, juſt as they did in London. 


2. How 1s it poſſible, ſay they, that we 
Mould contend with ſo many enemies together? 
if General Maſbington has (as Mr Franklin of 
Limerick computes) ſixty five thouſand men : If 
the powerful fleet, and numerous armies of France 
are added to thefe: If Spain, in conſequence of 
the family compact, declares war at the fame 
time: And if Portugal join in confederacy with 
them, what will become of us? Add to theſe the 
enemies of our own houſhold, ready to ſtart up on 
every fide: And when France invades us from 
without, and theſe from within, what can follow 
but ruin and deſtruction?“ 


3. I would ſain ſpzak a word of comfort to my 
poor neighbours, that they may not be frighten- 
ed to death, Perhaps, my friends, things are not 
in aliogether ſo deſperate a ſituation as you ima- 
gine, When I was at Cork laſt week, I convers'd 
largely with ſome perſons, who were juſt landed 
from Philadelphia. I could thoroughly depend up- 
on the account they gave, as they had had full 
means of information, and had no poſlible intereſt 
to ſerve, by miſrepreſenting any thing. The ſub- 
ſtance of their account was this. In December 
General Waſh.nztin had ſeventeen or eighteen 

thouſand 
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thouſand men in his army. From that time thir- 
ty, forty, ſometimes fifty of them died in a day 
by a peſtilential fever: And in two months time, 
upwards of fifteen hundred deſerted to General 
Hewe. So that many were inclined to believe he 
had not when we came away much more than 
five thouſand effective men left. Never fright 

' yourſelves therefore about General Waſhington's 
huge army, that melted away like ſnow in harveſt, 
The Engliſh forces mean time are in perfect health 
(about ſixtcen thouſand) and have plenty of ail 
things. 


4. But there are twenty or thirty thouſand 
recruits to join him in a month or two, and 
what will General Howe do then?” Juſt as he 
does now : He will regard any number of them as 
much as he would ſo many ſparrows, For what 
cou'd fifty thouſand raw men do, that had never 
ſeen the face of an enemy? Eſpecially when, by 
the tenure of their ſervice, they were only to ſtay 
in the army nine months? (the circumſtance con- 
cerning which General Vaſbingten fo earneſtly ex- 
poſtulated with the Congreſs) Will theſe dead- 
doing men, do you think, be in haſte to cut off alt 
the old, weather-beaten Engliſhmen Otherwiſe 
they will not have made an end of them, before 
the time comes for their returning home! 


5. © But I do not believe the American army is 
in this condition”. If you do not, I cannot help 
it. And you have no more right to be angry at 
me for believing it, than | at you, for not behev- 
ing it. Let cach of us then, withont reſentmepit 
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or bitterneſs, permit the other to think for hint- 
{elf. 8 


6. © O, but the French will ſwallow us up.“ 
They will as ſoon ſwallow up the ſea. Pray, 
which way is it they are to come at us? Unleſs 
they can fly through the air. It is certain our 
fleet, (notwithftanding the ſhameleſs lies told to 
the contrary) is now every way in a better con- 
dition than it ever was ſince England was a nation, 
And while we are indiſputably maſters at ſea, 
what can the French do but gnaſh their teeth 
at us? © Nay, but Spain will join them.” That 
is by no means clear. They have not forgot the 
Havannah yet. But if they do, we are well able 
to deal with them both; full as able as we were 
the laſt war, 


7, © Yea, but Portugal too will declare againſt 
us.“ I do not believe one word of it. The Fer- 
zugueſe (to ſay nothing about their gratitude) are 
not ſuch arrant fools, They underſiand their own 
intereſt better: They need no one to inform them, 
that if the Engliſh were only to ſtand neuter, the 
Spaniards would eat them up at a mouthful. They 
well know, the preſent war will not laſt always: 
And in the end, either England will prevail, or 
not. If it does not, if Spain prevail over England, 
England cannot defend Portugal. It England pre- 
wail over Spain, ſhe will not. She will doubtleſs 
- kave his moſt Faithful Majeſty, to receive the re- 

ward he has fo juſtly deſerved, from the fleet and 
arty of his neighbour, | 
8. But 
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8.“ But do not you know the French ſquadrons? 
is ſailed to aſſiſt them with four thouſand ſoldiers 
on board ?*? I really do not, nor you neither; nor 
any man in Ireland. That they are failed I'know : 
But not whether to Afric, or Afia, or America. 
But have they four thouſand ſoldiers on board? 
And is that all? I heard, they were twelve thou- 
| ſand. But in how many tranſports did they em- 
bark? We could not hear of one, Where then” 
| were the ſoldiers to be put? In the hold of the 
| men of war? Or-on the ſhrowds? This ſtory is 
| not well deviſed : it manifeſtly confutes itſelf. Bur 
- ſuppoſe twelve thouſand are failed, are they fure- 
to land? Do they command the winds and ſeas ? 
| And if they do, are they ſure the Enlgiſb fleet will 
| not ſpeak with them by the way? It they eſcape 
theſe, are they very ſure of landing without oppo- 
ſition? Is it certain, that all our ſoldiers will ſtand 
mean time with their fingers in their mouth? How: 
great then is the odds, againſt the French ever 
joining the American army? Although if they did, 
there is no doubt but General Howe would give a- 
good account of them all. 


| 9. Why to ſay the truth, we are not ſo 
much afraid of Portugal, or Spain, yea or of France 
itſelf, as we are of thoſe inteſtine vipers, who are 
always ready to tear out their mother's bowels. 
And how ſhould we defend ourſelves againſt theſe, 
if they made a general inſurreQion ?” This is 
| worth conſidering. It is certain, it is undoubtedly 
| plain, it is beyond all contradiction, if they gave 
a large doſe of laudanum to all his Majeſty's liege 
ſubjects; If every man, woman and child in the 
four provinces fell faſt aſleep all at once; if they 
| all 


| 
[ 
| 
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all continued to fleep 'till the inſurgents had 
brought their matters to bear, in every city and 


town in the kingdom; If then the conſpirators 
came all in the ſame hour, and cut off their heads 
at a ſtroke: The nation certainly, without all 


doubt, would be in a very feartul condition ! But 


*till this is the caſe, you need no more be afraid 
of ten thouſand W hite-boys, than of ten thouſand 
crows. | 


10. There is no need at preſent that an hand- 


ful of men thould oppoſe themſelves to a multitude. 


Bleſſed be God, there are ſtill within the kingdom 


fome thouſands of regular troops, of horſe as well 


foot, who are ready to march wherever they ſhall 
be wanted: Over and above the Independent com- 
panies at Birr, at Mountmellick, at Bandon, and at 
Cork: At which city alone no leſs than fix of 
theſe companies are formed already: Which it is 
ſuppoſed, when they ſhall be completatl, will con- 
tain at leaſt two thouſand men. And as they ex- 
erciſe themielves every day, they are already ex- 
pert in the whole military exerciſe, So that were 


any ſo mad as to attempt making an inſurrection, 


it would be cruſhed in its very infancy. 


11.“ But is there not another ground of fear? 
Is there not à Ged that judgeth the earth ? And 
have not England and Ireland (to ſpeak in the lan- 
guage of ſcripture) filled up the meaſure of their 
iniguity? I anſwer, 1. I allow that wickedneſs 
of various kinds has overfpread the land like a 
flood. It would be eaſy to enlarge upon this me- 
lancholy truth; It cannot be denied, that | 
| „ The 


— 
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6 The rich, the poor, the high, the low, 
Have wander'd from his mild command: 
The floods of wickedneſs o'erflow, 
And deluge all the guilty land: 
Pcople and prieſt lie drown'd in fin, 
And Tophet yawns to take them in.” 


But yet, 2. I totally deny that either England or 
Ireland have yet filled up the meaſure of their ini- 
uities, © Why, what have they not done? 
hat abomination can be named or conceived 
which they have not committed??? I will tell you: 
They have not done what was done of old, before 
God delivered up the Jews to deſtruction. They 
have not ſbed the blood of the juft in the midſt of Je- 
ruſalem. Neither in London, Dublin, nor any 
other of our cities, has there been any inſtance of 
the kind. To which of our governors in either 
England or Ireland can thoſe words of our Lord 
be applied, Behold, I fend unto you fpropbets—And 
ſome of them ye will kill; and ſome of them ye will 
ſcourge, and perſecute from city to city? O Jeruſe- 
lem, Jeruſalem! Thou killeſt the prophets and 


' fteneft them that are ſent unto thee! (Mat. 23. 34, 


&c.) Now neither England nor Ireland has done 
this, at leaſt during the preſent century. There— 
fore it cannot be affirmed, that they have filled up 
the meaſure of their iniquities. Conſequently we 
have no reaſon to believe, that our Lord will yet 
ſay, Behold your houſe is left unto you deſolate ! 


12. 1 have another reaſon to believe, that Gad 
will yet have compaſſion upon a ſinful land. 
What was it, which, he ſaid of old time to Abra-. 

25 bam 


or I 

Bam interceding for guilty Sodom? I will not de- 
Aroy the city, if there be fifty, twenty, yea ten rigb- 
teous men found in it. And are there not ten, 
twenty, fifty rightevus men, to be found in-our 
Sodom ? Dare you affirm, or have you reaſon to 
believe, that there are only twenty hundred ? And 
will God deſtroy the righteous with the wicked ! ſhall 
not the Fudge of all the earth do right? Beſides, 
will not all theſe righteous men wreſtle with God 
for their people and nation? And does he not hear 
the prayer ? 


„Let Moſes in the ſpirit groan, 
And God cries out let me alone! 


Let me alone, that all my wrath 
May rite the wicked to conſume ! 
While juſtice hears thy praying faith 
It cannot feal the ſinners doom. 
My fon is in my ſervant's pray'r, 

And Fe/us forces one to ſpare.” 


13. I add but one reaſon more, why we may 
rationally hope, that theſe kingdoms, finful as 
they are, will not yet be given up to deſtruction. 
Keligion, true, ſcriptural religion, the love of 
God and our neighbour, inviting men to avoid 
evil and to do good, to practiſe juſtice, mercy and 
truth, is not decreaſing therein: -No, it is conti— 
nually increaſing in every part of the kingdom; as 
an impartial enquirer cannot but obſerve, whether 
he turn Eaſt, Weſt, North or South, Now I 
know no inſtance in all hiſtory, from the earlieſt 
ages to this day, of the Gsvernor of the world 
delivering up a kingdom to deſtruction, while 
Religion 
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Religion was increaſing in it. I believe no ſuch 
inſtance can be found. And indeed it ſeems to be 
totally inconſiſtent with his wiſdom and goodneſs, 
and with the rules whereby he hath governed all 
nations from the beginning of the world. Fear 
him therefore with a filial fear; and you need fear 


nothing but him. In this ſenſe alſo, one thing is 


needful, The making God your friend. And 
when we have a conſcience void of offence towards 
God, and towards man, we may ſay with boldneſs, 
The Lord of hoſls is with us: The God of Jacob 
is our refuge. Therefore will we not fear, though 
the earth be moved, and though the bills be carried 
into the depth of the ſea. The flood thereof ſball 
make glad the city of God, the holy place of the ta» 
bernacle of the moſt High. 
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